
 

How to help at home – Year 2 

 

Reading 

- Listen to your child read and discuss the book with them. (See below). 

- Enjoy a variety of texts at home: children’s newspapers, magazines, comic books, 
instructions, recipe books, posters, jokes, bus timetables – the list is endless! 

- Practise reading common exception words with your child, you can make this in to a 
fun game by playing hide and seek with them or snap. (See below). 

- Identify tricky words when reading with your child and remind them that with these 
words we have to stop and think.  

Writing 

- Practice spelling common exception words and tricky words. (See below). 

- When writing at home encourage your child to have their sound mat in front of 
them to help them with their spellings. (See below). 

- Encourage your child to say what they want to write sentence by sentence, 
counting the words in the sentence, writing the sentence and then checking that all 
words are included in the sentence. 

- Remind children to start and end their sentence with the correct punctuation. 

- Encourage your child to use their neatest cursive handwriting. (See below). 

- At the end of each day ask your child to write a sentence about their school day. 

- Complete blog writing challenges and show off your amazing work to the class! 

- Challenge children to include ‘but’ ‘and’ ‘so’ ‘because’ in their sentences to link 
ideas together. (See below). 

Maths 

- Practise counting in 2s and 5s from 0 to 50 forwards and backwards from a given 
number. (See below). 

- Practise counting in 10s from 0 to 100 forwards and backwards from a given 
number. 

- Practise addition and subtraction number sentences encouraging children to show 
all their workings. 

- Practise forming number digits (beware of reversals) and number words correctly 
from 0 to 100.  

- Learn names and properties of 2D shapes. (See below). 

- Follow a recipe at home encouraging children to measure accurately using a 
measuring jug and measuring scales.  

- Practise telling the time (half past, o’clock and quarter past) on an analogue clock.  

- Play Simon Says giving children instructions linked to position (e.g. under, over, next 
to behind). (See below). 

 



KS1 Reading Prompts 

 
Parents often wonder how they can help to develop the reading skills of their children.  
The best way is to continue to share books with your child, regularly listening to them 
read, sometimes reading to or with them, but also discussing books read in increasing 
depth.  To become good reader’s, children need to develop skills in seven key areas and it 
can be useful to think about these when reading with your child. 
Decoding: this is the skill that parents are generally most familiar with, and deals with the 
varying strategies used by children to make sense of the words on the page. Even fluent 
readers can be stumped by an unfamiliar word, and it is useful at these times to discuss 
the range of strategies used to make a sensible guess. 
Retrieval and recall: early readers need to develop this skill, in order to locate important 
information and to retell stories and describe events. 
Inference: reading between the lines. Encouraging children to make inferences based on 
clues in the text and their understanding of the context of the book will help them to 
develop this important skill. 
Structure and organisation: as children read a wider range of text types, they need to be 
able to comment on the features of each and how they are organised. Discussing the 
presentation of the text, e.g. the use of subtitles to assist reading of a non-fiction text, and 
the author’s reason for organising the text in this way will support children’s development 
in this area. Making links between the purpose of the text and its organisation is a useful 
place to start. 
Language: specifically, thinking about the language choices made by writers, their possible 
reasons for making those choices and the effect the choices have on the reader. Discussing 
alternative choices and their effects can be a good way to begin discussion about the 
author’s language and an opportunity to develop vocabulary generally. 
Purpose and viewpoint: Who is the narrator of this story? What does the writer of this 
biography feel about his/her subject? Children need to understand that writers write for a 
purpose, and to be able to recognise that this will have an impact on the way a text is 
written. Newspapers and advertisements are perfect examples of this and can lead to lots 
of lively discussions. 
Making links: as adults, we are constantly making links between ideas and experiences. 
Good readers connect with the book they are reading and link it with real life experiences 
or with other books they have read and stories heard.  They may also link it with films; and 
with the context in which they were written. A child reading ‘Goodnight Mister Tom’, for 
example, will need to place the story within the context that it was written to fully 
understand it. They might also link it with other stories read. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Useful Questions 

- Why did you want to read this book? 

- Do you like the book cover? What do you like about it? 

- Have you read any other books by this author? 

- What do you think this book might be about? 

- What is the title of this book? 

- Who are the author and illustrator? 

- Does the picture on the cover give us any clues as to what the story might be about? 

- Read the blurb – What clues does this give us? 

- Does it sound exciting / happy / sad? 

- What has happened so far? 

- What do you think will happen next? 

- What can you see in the pictures? 

- Are the pictures helping you to tell the story? 

- Which character is your favourite? 

- How would you describe them? 

- How would you feel if that happened to you? 

- What happened at the beginning of the book? 

- What happened next? 

- What happened at the end of the story? 

- At what point did we realise…? 

- What did we learn about the character at the beginning? 

- What did we learn about the character by the end? 

- Who were the main characters? 

- Would you like to be any of the characters? Why? 

- How would you feel if you were the character at this point in the story? 

- What would you have done? 

- What are some of the words the author has used to describe the characters? 

- How did the character feel when…? 

- Does this character remind you of anything? 

- Did you enjoy the story? 

- Did it remind you of any other stories? 

- What were the similarities? 

- What did you like / dislike the most? 

- Did any part of the story make you laugh? 

- What was your favourite part? Why? 

- Were there any words / sentences which you liked? 

- Were any of the words in capitals / bold / italics? Why? 

- Would you like to read another book by this author? 

- Did the story remind you of anything which has happened to you? 

 
Of course, it doesn’t have to be you asking the questions. Why not turn the tables and let your child 
ask you about your reading material?  You do not have to ask all of these questions every time you read 
but maybe choose a few each time. 
 

The greatest encouragement for your child is to see you - their most influential role model – reading! 

 



 

 

  



 



 

 

 



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 


